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neutral eclectic

An eclectic design sensibility  
tempered by an outdoorsy  

palette shows that, as always,  
Mother Nature knows best. 

text  
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photography  
tracey ayton

Homeowners Laurie 
and Randy Phillips 

designed and built this 
Craftsman-style house 

themselves. Grey 
cedar shake shingles, 
crisp white trim and 

transom windows are 
synonymous with the 
look. The back door 
leads right into the 

kitchen, which is super 
convenient when the 

couple wants to 
barbecue meals.

Black planter,  
Home Outfitters.

opposite Mid-
Century Modern-style 

chairs funk up the 
otherwise refined 
rustic feel of the 

dining room in this 
Delta, B.C., home.  

Act of

nature



if
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every house has a story, this one 
features a happy ending the home-

owners wrote themselves. But it wasn’t with-
out a few plot twists and turns along the way. 

It was 12 years ago that Laurie and Randy 
Phillips noticed a quaint cottage in Delta, B.C., 
a beachside community near Vancouver, was 
for sale. “The property was two streets over 
from us, and we’d often walk by just to admire 
it,” says Laurie. Within 24 hours of spotting the 
house for sale, they owned it. The plan? To 
renovate the cottage and imbue it with an 
eclectic look of mixed styles (from rustic farm-
house to industrial chic to Mid-Century Mod-
ern) that would honour the outdoors. And 
finish it all before they moved in with their son, 
Mitchell, then 4. 

However, when Randy, an electrician-turned-
firefighter, started the demolition, the news 
was bad – as in, catastrophic. The cottage 
lacked a proper foundation, and little else could 
be brought up to code. Suddenly, the couple 
was left with no choice: They had to build a 
new house from the ground up. “The situation 
pushed us to do something we weren’t ready to 
do,” says Laurie. “But we realized we could cre-
ate the kind of historic-looking home we love 
but couldn’t afford in Vancouver.” 

RiGHt Black accents 
ground the all-white  
living room, adding 

interest and personality. 
“Because there’s so much 

white and light, I didn’t 
want everything to float 

away,” says laurie. 

slipcovered SoFa, cowhide 
rUg, IKea; black twisted 

SIDe taBle, o.co.

below, RiGHt the oval 
window at the front of 

the house was a must for 
laurie because of its 

beachy appeal. “It’s 
something I associate 

with the ocean,” she says. 

below taupe velvet 
drapes add polish to the 

expansive living room 
windows, but they’re 

rarely pulled closed, allow- 
ing the sun to shine in.

neStIng taBleS, home 
outfitters; white SIDe  

taBle, West elm; Floor 
lamp, homesense.

honed granite countertops ground the 
classic white shaker-style cabinetry in the 

kitchen. laurie chose barely there white linen 
roman blinds for the windows to add a cozy 
layer to the space without distracting from 

the view of the beautiful backyard.
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In the dining room,  
Laurie combined iconic  

black bentwood chairs with 
white moulded plastic  

ones to achieve a classic, 
casual and chic mix.
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5
 for  

MArrYING  

the indoors

with the out

top         tips
1 / ecHo elements  

the white umbrella above 
the outdoor seating area 

makes the same state-
ment as the white drum 
pendant light above the 

dining table inside. 
 2 / RestRict  
tHe pAlette  

From the exterior to the 
interior, everything is 

grey, white and black with 
touches of taupe. 

3 / Amp Up tHe  
oUtdooR decoR 

much like a comfy indoor 
seating area, this outdoor 
one features plush lounge 
chairs, toss cushions and 

a sleek centrepiece.

4 / don’t block  
tHe windows  

“our drapery is just there 
for decoration,” says  

laurie. “We love light and 
can’t get enough of it.” 

5 / bRAncH oUt  
FRom FloweRs  

Beyond the expected 
vase of flowers on a  

table, laurie adorns her 
house with verdant 

branches, nature photog-
raphy and time-worn 

wooden pieces.

Shapely outdoor lounge chairs create an inviting 
seating area against a cedar hedge in the backyard. 
“as soon as the weather gets nice, we’re out here  

or on the front porch,” says Laurie. 

Ornate Urn, Loblaws, Real Canadian Superstore.
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The couple tackled the job themselves: Randy, who has 
experience in framing and construction, did nearly all the 
building himself; Laurie, who works in cosmetics and skin-
care and has an affinity for design, oversaw the interior. 

But before Laurie could get to her bulging inspiration files, 
the couple had to decide on the bones of the house. They 
settled on a blueprint for a 2,500-square-foot Craftsman-
style home with three bedrooms and three bathrooms. And 
Laurie’s vision for the exterior was unwavering – she 
wanted grey cedar shake shingles with white trim. Her plan 
also included a stone patio for entertaining and a grassy 
area with Adirondack chairs for lounging in the backyard, 
since Vancouver’s mild climate means the family can enjoy 
the outdoors for nine months of the year. 

Finally, it was time for Laurie to dig into the decor. 
Inspired by her natural surroundings and the home’s exter-
ior, Laurie carried the neutral palette throughout the entire 
house to create a seamless flow between the indoors and 
out. “I wanted a look that wouldn’t date,” she says.

Fast-forward to now, and the space looks just as fresh as it 
did back when it was built, thanks to Randy’s eye for detail 
and Laurie’s timeless style. “Our friends and even our son 
joke that the entire house is white, black and grey,” she says 
with a laugh. “But we’ve had this palette for the last 12 years, 
and it’s still easy to live with.” Why question what works?

For soUrces, see oUr WorKBooK

an antique wooden workbench 
laurie found at auction takes  
centre stage as an island in the 
mostly white kitchen. “Because  
the living space is all open con-
cept, I wanted something leggy 
and not bulky,” she explains. Plus, 
it’s a conversation piece. “everyone 
talks about it when they first visit.”

StoolS, Wisteria; rUg, Dash & albert 
rug company; decorative BoWl, 
homesense. 

opposite, top leFt tumbled 
stone pavers, which randy 
installed himself, lead from the 
front of the house to the shingled 
garage in the backyard.

opposite, RiGHt a slipcovered 
armchair anchors a gallery wall of 
black and white artwork, some by 
laurie and some bought online. 
the monochromatic palette gives 
the display cohesion, while the vari- 
ous sizes and finishes of the frames 
keep it from feeling too uniform.

slipcovered armChaIr, IKea;  
taBle lamp, J.c. Penney. 

opposite, bottom the home 
office, just off the front entrance, 
showcases laurie’s eclectic design 
sensibility. the cool mid-century 
modern-style chair she found on 
craigslist looks even more sleek 
when paired with a weathered 
wooden desk.

ShelvIng UnItS, IKea; rUg, 
homesense.
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