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Homeowner Tracey Ayton in her sunny kitchen. Pottery (left of sink),
Janaki Larsen; plants, flowers (throughout), West Coast Gardens.
OPPOSITE: Tracey worked as a photographer on Vancouver Vanishes,
a book about homes being torn down in the city. She rescued this

- - painting, which hangs just off the dining area, from one of the
locations — she loved its dark and moody feel. “I saw it lying on the
floor among broken drywall and splintered wood and brought it
home,” says Tracey. “It was just hours before the house was knocked
down.” Woven bag, Dreamy Whites; drapery, West Eim.




OU CAN BE INSPIRED BY ALMOST ANYTHING when it comes to design: your career,

nature, magazines, Pinterest or a night at the movies — especially if you're

catching a Nancy Meyers film. The director is known for her spectacular sets

and once said she sees a house as a lead character. The most coveted of these

on-screen homes is featured in the movie Something’s Gotta Give. Nancy described

it beautifully: “It’s every woman’s dream house. The house that, if you became
successful and could afford a beach house, yours would look like.”

Perhaps it isn’t a coincidence that Tracey Ayton’s beach home was built in 2003 — the same year
Something’s Gotta Give was released. Tracey, an interior, food and lifestyle photographer, says she
always imagined living in a home like the one she obsessed over in the movie, so it was kismet when
she and her husband, Jay Edwards, came across the real-estate listing for the Boundary Bay, B.C.,
house. “It was full of potential,” says Tracey. “We immediately envisioned what we wanted when
we walked through the rooms; we knew what we could do with the space.”

The location clinched the deal, making their decision to sell their home in Vancouver easy.
Boundary Bay, a small coastal community in Tsawwassen, B.C., is only a 30-minute drive from
Vancouver, and they already had family there. Plus, they were drawn to the vacation-like vibe
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TOP LEFT: Homeowners
Tracey Ayton and Jay
Edwards with their pup,
Frankie. Chair, Lowe’s;
windows (throughout),
M.R. Windows.

BOTTOM LEFT: The pretty
front porch has decking
reminiscent of a
boardwalk. Light fixture,
The Lighting Warehouse;
doors (throughout),
Leadwin Doors; large
basket, Ming Wo; small
basket, West Coast
Gardens; hanging basket
(on door), Gild & Co.

SEE SOURCE GUIDE
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LEFT: The couple only wanted drawers
for storage in the kitchen, so classic white
subway tiles were installed on the walls
instead of upper cabinetry. “Drawers are
amazing because you don’t have to reach.
Everything is accessible,” says Tracey.
“It turned out to be one of our best
decisions.” Sinks, faucets, Rohl; stools,

e Room & Board; appliances, Coast Appliances;
i T striped runner by Dash & Albert, white
S T & - wicker tray, Gild & Co., terracotta pottery
& 5 e (onisland), Southlands Nursery.
BOTTOM LEFT: The laundry room, just
inside the side entrance, is flooded
with natural light. Flooring, The Home Depot;
moulding, Metrie Interior Mouldings and
Doors; wall hooks, Target.

Tracey says the expansive kitchen has become

an excellent spot to take photos. “Our home
has turned out to be an amazing studio!”

\ Cabinetry, Marr-Tech Kitchens; hardware,

= ; Martha Stewart; flooring, South Side Flooring

& Rugs; wall tile, Ames Tile & Stone.
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The kitchen table was
handmade by Brad
Russell of Hand One
Design, who salvaged
the materials from an old
train station in White
Rock, B.C., a 30-minute
drive from the bay. “We
designed it together,”
says Tracey. “It’'s my
favourite piece of
furniture.” Chairs, CF
Interiors; metal bowl!
(with lemons), Gild & Co.,
wicker placemats, |kea;
table linens, Rothman

& Co., white bowls,
Crate & Barrel.
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ABOVE: The basket pendants that
illuminate the covered back porch were
inspired by a visit to Malibu Farm restat
in California. “The outdoor eating area
had amazing basket pendants, so | set
about finding something similar yet
affordable,” says Tracey. “These pendatr
were the perfect find.” Pendants, Worlc
Market; throw pillow, Gild & Co.

LEFT: In the evening, guests lounge by
the fire bowl. The shed, painted white
match the house, and white hydrangesc
are bright additions. Fire bowl, DreamC
Design and Production; chairs, Lowe’s.
BOTTOM LEFT: Baskets of greenery
are plentiful on the back porch.
BOTTOM RIGHT: The generous outdor
table is ideal for entertaining. Dining ta
RH; blue tray, jug, white glasses, Heathe
Ross Natural Eclectic; metal plant holde
Southlands Nursery; metal lanterns, Roc
table linens, Rothman & Co.
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Th main I\vmg areais open to thé kitchen. While the home has a refined beach
house feel, the roofline and Cewlmg are reminiscent of a barn. “The ceiling height
is 16 feet at the peak, and the space above the fireplace called fora window

to accentuate the barn vibe,” says Tracey. Coffee table, sofa, RH; fireplace,
DreamCast Design and Production; shutters, Sampsons Antique Co.; chairs,
Room & Board; wall colour, White Dove (OC- 17), Benjamin Moore.

et

of the area — think salty sea air, eucalyptus trees and sun

(there’s more sunshine here than the rest of the Lower

Mainland; the bay has its own microclimate). It also didn’t
hurt that the house was right across the street from the
beach, a mere 30 steps away.

Tracey’s always had an eye for decorating and, thanks
to her work shooting and styling gorgeous homes, she felt
comfortable taking on the design herself. The couple quickly
found themselves immersed in the renovation together
with architect Jennifer Heath and contractor Dave Ayton,
Tracey’s brother, who played a significant role in creating
the home they envisioned. “It was a total gut job — right
down to the studs,” says Tracey. “When we were finished,
there were just a few walls left standing. It was a lot of work,
but I loved the process. It was actually fun, especially when
the framing and the windows and doors went in. The old
was stripped away and it started to look like a beach house.”

The result was exactly what the couple had pictured —
a 2,400-square-foot, two-storey, three-bedroom abode,
reminiscent of the quaint East Coast-style homes found in
Nantucket, Mass., and the Hamptons, N.Y. “Everyone seems
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to be going West Coast contemporary, but we wanted to
stay classic in style and natural with our finishes,” says
Tracey. They chose to keep the paint light with soft
periwinkle blues and warm greys and whites. They also
included plenty of wooden accents, from the shingles on
the exterior to the shiplap on the walls. “We’ve embraced
the etches and scratches on the countertops and prefer
how natural materials wear and age.”

Their biggest expense was a direct nod to Something’s
Gotta Give: a bank of floor-to-ceiling French doors leads out
to a pretty garden filled with white hydrangeas. “Everyone
who comes in and heads to the back of the house stops
in the same spot and takes in the view,” says Tracey.

Tracey and Jay spend as much time as they can at the
nearby beach. After hours paddleboarding or kayaking,
walking their spinone, Frankie, and lounging in the sun,
they cross the street to their private beachside retreat.
“We tend to travel in the winter now because summer
is so beautiful here,” says Tracey. “We keep the windows
and doors open and let the warm air come through.
There’s really nowhere else we'd rather be.”



THE NEW
BEACH HOUSE:
FIVE WAYS TO
GET THE L

BRING THE OUTDOORS IN.

Warm whites and mid-tone blues give the principal ;
bedroom a serene feel while the woven pendant, chunky ¢

throw and rustic bench add hits of natural texture. Bed, :‘: gr.ef?te foéag(Ede'gnjttﬁs!\!N'th
Surrey Upholstery; table lamp, Pottery Barn; side table, ; é “tfﬁo S iz” Sh i
Peridot Decorative Homewear; linens, White Terry; duvet, M SIEedneEn L

Rothman & Co.; vases, Magnolia; pendant, Serena & Lily. 2 KEEP IT AIRY... Stick to a
: pale palette for paint, fabrics
! § : and linens. Tracey committed
: ; to white and soft hues, and
only included colour on things
that are easily switch out.

3 ...AND BRIGHT. Let the

sun shine in by opting for
sheer window coverings
that are light enough to
move with the breeze.

ADD FLOWERS. Lilacs,
hydrangeas, peonies, cherry
blossom branches and
sweet peas bring in pops

of colour and subtle scent.

CHOOSE NATURAL

= b Y ¥ l\ 5 1 i ;
Ve Y N Y G R WOOD FLOORING. Go for
DA D 231 AR light-coloured hardwood

for a quiet nod to beach
boardwalks.

\
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RIGHT: Shiplap on the walls
of the principal bathroom gives
the sleek space a touch of
Hamptons cool. Shiplap,

Metrie Interior Mouldings

and Doors; sconces, faucets,
RH; mirrors, HomeSense;
towels, Rothman & Co.

FAR RIGHT: The home's
showstopping French doors
open with classic old-school
knobs instead of contemporary
levers. “We went dark to

add contrast and anchor

the wall,” says Tracey. Door
hardware (throughout),

Emtek; drapery, West EIm.
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